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Official Tournament Rules
By Jim Buck » {(931) 879-5572

Origin — This is a native game developed and played by people of Fentress
and Pickett Counties in the north-eastern section of Middle Tennesses.
Nobody seems to know the origin, they just grew up watching it played
and learning the game themselves. The game has been played and passed
down for generations. Although variations now exist from community to
community -- and often from house to house, these are the rules that I
have followed and taught to others for 35+ years. The usual setting was
the back of a country store, next to a “pot-belly” stove. A large cardboard
box was the table and wooden soft-drink cases were used as chairs.

Object of the Game — (4 players total) The object is to be the first
partnership to reach a game score of a positive 52 points or more. Points
are earned by capturing “Point Cards” in tricks. If both sides exceed the
game score at the end of the same hand, the team who named trumps that
hand wins, If any team goes —52 or lower, the other team automatically
wins.

Cards —~ A common deck of “poker” playing cards are used, including one
“Joker” card -- B3 total cards.

Pig Cards — The number “5” card of each suite is call a “Pig”. Unlike most
card games, these lower ranking cards are the highest of the “Point Cards”
in value,

Off Cards - Two sets of “Off Cards” exist in each hand -- the “off pig” (5)
and the “off Jack”. These are the same colored 5 and Jack of the called
trump suit. Example, if spades are called trumps, then the same colored
5 and Jack (of Clubs) since they are black, also, are considered trumps for
this particular hand. If diamonds are trumps, then the red 5 and Jack of
hearts are also trumps.

Trash Cards - This is any eard other than a trump card (including off pig
and off Jack). There is no rank in trash cards. All are equal and have no
value.

Rank & Point Value of Trumps
{with the Ace being the highest)

Rank Points Rank Points
Ace 1 8 0
King 0 7 0
Queen 0 6
Jack (main) 1 5 (main Pig) 5]
Jack {off) 1 b (off Pig) 5
Joker 1 4 G
10 1 3 0
9 1] 2 i
16 Total Trumps 16 Total Points

Choosing The Dealer — To begin each game, cards are shuffled and
scattered (face down). Each of the four players draw one card - highest
card deals the first hand. If a tie exists, the “tied” players redraw. The
deal proceeds in a clockwise direction.

Dealing ~ The dealer thoroughly shuffles the entire deck of cards. When
completed, the player to the right of the dealer has the option to “cut” the
deck one time. The cards are then dealt out one card per player (clockwise)
until each player has 9 cards. The initial dealing then stops and the bidding
now begins.

Misdeal — A misdeal will occur if any card is exposed during dealing. This
deal is over and the deal is passed to the next dealer. If any player exposes
a card infentionally, his team forfeits the game. If a player makes any
“table-talk” suggestions during a hand, a penalty will result (that hand
ends and the opposing teamn will be awarded the most possible points for
that hand).
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